
       

               A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
         JANE LESLIE BESSER 

 
     Hi all. I am sure that many of you are familiar with the song preformed by 
The Four Seasons “Oh What a Night”. Well Last Wednesday night is the sequel 
to that song. The snow/rain did not dampen our spirits. The casino tables were 
jumping, the music was grand and the donations that our Maria Thomas turned 
into beautiful baskets were beyond description. My thanks to all who joined and 
participated in preparing for this wonderful event. 
 
     While we are on the topic of fundraising, you are all cordially invited to join 
us at Lord & Taylor for shopping with the proceeds going to Cerebral Palsy. 
Thanks to Marianne Quinn from RMI for the invite. 
 
     Our March 1

st
 joint meeting with Queens County hosted Jeanne Prill from 

Prill Training. It was very informative.  Jeanne spoke about Identity Theft and 
Understanding the Risk. The minutes are attached because there was so much 
information shared. By the way, Pat Palk did a great job of taking minutes. 
 
     Convention is right around the corner and we awarded $100.00 scholarships 
to all of the members who applied. This is really a great time to meet other as-
sociations and their members. There is Continuing Education, and as we are  
co-hosting with Queens County Insurance Professionals, I am sure that there 
will be some wonderful activities.  We have attached the Registration Forms 
and you can still register. Saratoga in the spring is fabulous. 
 
     Thanks to both Nina Kerner and Joyce Piscelli for the Safety Article on 
“Technology Awareness”. 
 
    Did you know that there are 720 hours in a month (24 hrs. X 30 days). If you 
spend just 3 hours at a WINLI meeting, that is .4 % of your time. Not 4% 
but .4%.  You have the other 99.6%, still plenty of time left for family, faith and 
career.  In exchange for only .4% of your time you will meet interesting people, 
set an example for your friends and family with your community service efforts, 
and learn new things. Well worth the time... 
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By Nina Kerner and Joyce Piselli 

 

GPS  
 
Visitor to a football game had their vehicle broken into while they were at a football game. 
A car was parked on the green which was adjacent to the football stadium and specifically allotted to foot-
ball fans. Things stolen from the car included a garage door remote control, some money and a GPS which 
had been prominently mounted on the dashboard.  
 
When the victims got home, they found that their house had been ransacked and just about everything 
worth anything had been stolen.  
 
The thieves had used the GPS to guide them to the house.  They then used the garage remote control to 
open the garage door and gain entry to the house. The thieves knew the owners were at the football game, 
they knew what time the game was scheduled to finish and so they knew how much time they had to clean 
out the house. It would appear that they had brought a truck to empty the house of its contents.  
 
Something to consider if you have a GPS - don't put your home address in it. Put a nearby address (like a 
store or gas station) so you can still find your way home if you need to, but no one else would know where 
you live if your GPS were stolen.  
   

MOBILE PHONES  
 

 This person has now changed his habit of how he lists his names on his mobile phone after his bag was 

stolen. His bag, which contained cell phone, credit card, wallet... Etc....was stolen.  

 

20 minutes later when he called his wife, from a pay phone telling her what had happened, the wife says 'I 

received your text asking about our Pin number and I've replied a little while ago .'  

 

When they rushed down to the bank, the bank staff told them all the money was already withdrawn. The 

thief had actually used the stolen cell phone to text "the wife" in the contact list and got hold of the pin 

number. Within 20 minutes he had withdrawn all the money from their bank  account.  

   

Do not disclose the relationship between you and the people in your contact list.  

 

Avoid using names like Home, Honey, Hubby, Sweetheart, Dad, Mom, etc....  

 

And very importantly, when sensitive info is being asked through texts, CONFIRM by calling back.  

 

Also, when you're being texted by friends or family to meet them somewhere, be sure to call back to con-

firm that the message came from them. If you don't reach them, be very careful about going places to meet 

'family and friends' who text you.  

  

HOME  SAFETY 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Attendees: 

 

 
 

Meeting Name:  February Monthly Meeting - Joint with  

QCIP 

 

Date:  Tues., 3/1/11 Next Meeting Date:  Charity Event 3/23/11 

Time Started:  6:22 Next Meeting Time:  6:00  P.M. 

Time Ended:   8:30 Prepared By:  Pat Palk, CPCU, Recording Secretary 

Meeting Location:  Holiday Inn Gardens, Carle Place, NY 

Name Company Member/Guest Email Address 

Jane L. Besser Harry Gottlieb Agency President Mercedesbenz1128@yahoo.com 

Maria Thomas Friedlander Group Vice President mariat@friedlandergroup.com 

Idrise Grill Borg & Borg Treasurer idrise@optonline.net 

Patricia Palk Alliance Brokerage 

Corp 

Recording Secre-

tary 

ppalk@abc990.com 

Denese Thompson Atlynx Surety Brokers Corresponding Sec. Denese2001@yahoo.com 

Jeanne Prill Prill Training     

Mary Paul       

Joyce Piscelli   Member Joyceepiselli@aol.com 

Michelle Burger       

Rita Wicke   Guest   

Carla Connolly B&G Group Member cconnoll@optonline.net 

Janice Goody Borg & Borg, Inc. Member Gkmj45@optonline.net 

Laurie Bohem QCIP     

Tara Singer QCIP     

Karen Moss QCIP     

Florence Richmond QCIP     

Judith Whyte ARC   jwhyte@arcxs.com 

Amy Press QCIP     

Jim Paul QCIP     
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Item: Description 

Pledge of Allegiance and Led by Jeanne Prill and Mary Paul 

Charity Auction President Jane Besser spoke about our upcoming charity event and how it is getting bigger and bet-

ter…..casino now included, community people involved and invited….we are hoping to get 200 

attendees. Weekly meetings are starting and will be held at B & G – next one if 3/9 at 5:30.  Every-

one was urged to solicit donations, journal ads  and attendance! 

    

Convention Will be held in Saratoga  and we are co- hosting with Queens County.  It is a great opportunity to 

meet others from NYS Associations. The theme is “Music of the Island” and there will be a wine 

tasting on Thursday night and the opportunity to earn 8 CE credits on Friday.    Five convention 

scholarships sere awarded to Gloria Consenza, Madonna Questrel, Carla Connelly, Joyce Piscelli 

and Pat Palk.  Awardees should register and will be reimbursed later by WINLI. 

  

Suicide Prevention Walk Overnight Walk in NYC the weekend of June 4th – June 5th.  See Jane Besser if interested in walk-

ing. 

QCIP Laurie Boehme detailed calendar of upcoming events , confirmed that QCIP will be attending our 

Guest Speaker Jeanne Prill – From Prill Training spoke about Identity Theft and Understanding the Risk; the 

course qualified for one CE credit…course # NYCR226717 

  

Five types of Identity Theft: 

1 –Loss of credit card info 

2 – Loss of drivers license 

3 – Loss of Social Security # 

4  - Loss of Health Insurance into 

5 – Criminal ID theft – when someone else uses your identity when getting arrested! 

  

There are 9 Million cases of Identity Theft in U.S, annually! 

  

Jeanne reviewed many Federal Regulations which protect consumers including the Fair Credit Re-

porting Act (permission must be obtained to run credit reports and you must have legitimate reason 

to do so), Opt Out Legislation (you can request that your info not be available to those seeking it), 

Fair and Accurate Credit Transaction Act (full credit card # can no longer be printed on receipts). 

  

She also provided us with info pertaining to the NYS Security Credit Freeze…..you can write to the 

3 credit bureaus and tell them to “lock down” your info so that no-one can get it.  Your info will 

then be frozen until you notify them in writing that you want your information released. $5 Fee will 

apply.  You can google NYS Credit Freeze for more information or to get forms (samples attached). 

  

Although there is an ISO endorsement that will offset expenses incurred as a result of identity theft 

(notarizing affidavits, sending certified mail, lost income up to $200 per day/$5,000 max, loan re-

application fees, attorney fees, long distance phone calls), your best defense is to protect yourself so 

that your information does not get stolen! 

  

Suggestions: 

  

1 – Keep info in wallet to a minimum 

2 – Guard your information when making purchases 

  

Jeanne ended her discussion with a quiz that made us aware of the many things we do that leave us 

open to identity theft. 

  



 





 








